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THE PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
T H E  I N S T I T U T E  O F  OPHTHALMOLOGY 

THE SLOANE HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN 
BROADWAY AND 165TH TO 168TH STREETS 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

November 29, 1957 
r\ 

Dr. U l e n  0. n i p p l e  
Director, Department of Surgery 
Presbyterian Hospital 
New York, N. Y. 

My dear Doctor Whipple:/ 

I am submi%ting a tentat ive out l ine f o r  the organization 
and functions of a Division of Anesthesia under the Department of Surgery 
a t  the Presbyterian Hospital, as suggested by you ea r l i e r  t h i s  month. 

This l e t t e r  i s  a l s o  t o  confirm our conversation of 
November tenth. 

It has been demonstrated t o  me that nothing can be loBt and 
a great deal gained in  s taxt ing suoh a Division, by keeping a duplicate 
writ ten record of variotve pertinent conversations, c r i t i c i s m  and the i r  
remetdime, and suggestions received. 
the method a trial. 

For a time a t  least I s h a l l  give 

The following subjects were discussed and t en ta t ive  con- 
crlusions drawn that: 

1. Some reference t o  Anesthesia- would be glade under my name i n  
the next medical sahool Catalogue, preferably Director of Anesthesia, 

2. At present it menus wiser t o  organiae a Division of Ansathesia 
under the Department of Surgery rather  than a Department of Anesthesia, 

8 .  Cliniaal  anesthesia w i l l  be the f i rs t  emphasis of the new Division. 
It is  poesible that anes the t i s t s  already t ra ined may be called upon temporar- 
i l y  t o  assist i n  c l in i ca l  anestbasia before the residencies are  def in i te ly  
established, 

4. The teaching program f o r  undergraduate students w i l l  begin on 
September 1, 1958, if possible, with lectures  t o  th i rd  year students and 
pract ical  work f o r  fourth year sttldents. The most important aim i n  teaching 
w i l l  be t o  equip the student t o  give the simplest type of ansst8asia safely: 
open drop ether  anesthesia, and t o  show the i m p o r t a n t  re la t ionship of anes- 
thesia  t o  other branches of medicine. 
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6. Residencies will be establi8hed as the  w d  F ' d i c a l  -_ 
anesthesia i s  seen by the surgeons. 

6. Research work will be s ta r ted  after the teaching program 
is  under way. 
Surgery was discussed so that problems i n  Anesthesia may be corre- 
la ted  with it. 

The present trend of Research i n  the Department of 

7. The income for the Division w i l l  be roughly ten percent 
of the surgeon's fee ,  for  a l l  anesthesia given by Medical Anesthetirsts. 

8. From t h i s  income, a l l  expenditures for the department w i l l  
/ 

be drams sa la r ies ,  equipment, e ta .  

19. The, average s a l a ~ y  f o r  a similar position elsewhere ranges 
from #5000.00 t o  $10,000.00. 
me t o  expect the former figure mentioned as a beginning salary. 

It d id  not appear unreasonable f o r  

10. Evsry e f f o r t  w i l l  be mde t o  keep Mies Pexilerndt6 and Miss Justus's 
positions open as long as they wish t o  f i l l  them. 

11. It is imperative t o  replace Dr. Buchanan and Df. Wood w i t h  
more ac t ive  Consatants  i n  Anesthesia. 

12. A vacation from January l ,  1938 t o  January 15, 1958 i s  i n  
order . 

You may be assured tha t  it will be my kindly appreciation 
if you w i l l  advisa, me of any misinterpretation that I m y  have expressed 
i n  the contents of t h i s  le t ter .  

Very s i m e r e l y  yours, 

8208 
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